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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 6.  The Fight     

 

 

 

Ranj i Disovers a Pool in t he Forest  

  I t  has been less t han a mont h living in Raj pur  when Ranj i discover s a pool. The summer  

was at  it s ext r eme and Ranj i’s school hadn’t  opened yet . He didn’t  have any f r iends eit her . 

While wander ing all by himself  in t he weat her , he discover ed t he pool in t he f or est . On t he day 

when Ranj i discover ed t he pool, it  was ext r emely hot  and Ranj i’s br own f eet  t ur ned chalky wit h 

dust .  

  The wat er  had a gent le t r anspar ency on t hat  day. I n monsoon, however , t he wat er  used 

t o be gushing down t he hills. But , dur ing t he summer  t he wat er  was mer ely a t r ickle. Unlike in 

t he plains, her e t he r ocks held t he wat er  and t her ef or e, t he wat er  did not  dr y up. 

 

Ranj i Takes a Plunge int o the Pool 

  Ranj i had never  seen a pool like t his. Pools in Raj put ana wer e st icky and muddy. Only 

buf f aloes wallowed in t hose pools. This pool was clean and cold and t her ef or e, invit ing. Ranj i had 

of t en gone f or  swimming wit h his f r iends and even alone. He didn’t , t her ef or e, hesit at e and t ook 

a plunge int o t he pool. His dar k body shined as pat ches of  sunlight  wat er  t ouched it . 
 

The Fight er Meet s t he Warrior 

  The next  day when Ranj i came t o t he pool,he not iced anot her  boy, who was lit t le or der  

t han him, st ar ing at  him. Ranj i was t aken aback by he host ilit y of  t his st r anger . The boy t old 

Ranj i t hat  t he pool belonged t o him and he liked t o swim alone and he didn’t  appr eciat e uninvit ed 

visit or ’s. The boy also inf or med Ranj i t hat  he was a war r ior  and didn’t  like speaking t o villager s. 

Hear ing t his, Ranj i t old him t hat  he was not  a villager , but  a f ight er . Bot h st ood st ar ing at  each 

ot her  wit h deadlock silence. 

  When none of  t hem said ever yt hing and Ranj i didin’t  make any move t o leave, t he 

st r anger  slapped Ranj i acr oss t he f ace wit h all his f or ce. Ther e wer e r ed f inger  mar kson Ranj i’s 

cheek. Ranj i st agger ed and f elt  quit e dizzy, but  t hen he must er ed cour age and hit  back at  t he 

st r anger . Soon t hey wer e r olling over  and over  in dust , in mud, even in t he wat er , hur ling one 

af t er  one t heir  violent  blows. 

Supplement ary Reader 

Soul of  the Chapt er 
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The Boys were Exhaust ed wit h t he Fight  

  The boys f ought  wit h each ot her , but  nobody emer ged vict or ious. Their  bodies wer e 

having wit h exhaust ion and t hey needed t o put  ef f or t  t o be able t o speak. Each, af t er  

r eit er at ing t heir  st at us as a war r ior  and a f ight er , decided t hat  t hey wer e r eluct ant  t o submit  

bef or e t he ot her . The war r ior  asked Ranj i if  he would leave t he pool. Ranj i cont inued t o answer  

in t he negat ive. They r esolved t he mat t er  f or  t he t ime being by deciding t o cont inue wit h t he 

f ight  t he next  day.  

 As Ranj i got  back home, he f ound it  dif f icult  t o explain t o his mot her  t he cause of  his 

wounds and br uises. He t hought  of  going t o t he mar ket  and f inding solace in a bot t le of  

lemonade. I n t he mar ket  he saw t he st r anger , his adver sar y. He want ed t o t hr ow t he bot t le of  

lemonade on him or  t o look in anot her  dir ect ion. But , Ranj i choose t o angr ily st ar e at  him. The 

war r ior  t oo mer ely st ar ed back at  Ranj i. 

 

The Next  Day 

  The next  day, Ranj i f elt  weak and lazy. He was not  at  all eager  f or  a f ight . However , he 

did not  wish t o acknowledge his def eat  by not  showing up at  t he pool and r ef using a challenge. 

He dr agged himself  t o t he pool t hinking t hat  he had t he r ight  t o t he pool t ill he f ought . He also 

hoped t hat  t he war r ior  should have f or got t en t he challenge by now. On r eaching t he pool, 

however , t hese hopes got  dashed as he saw his opponent  ont o ot her  side of  t he r ock. No sooner  

did t he war r ior  call out  a challenge, t hey st ar t ed f ight ing over  t he sides on which t he challenge 

would be f ought . Each kept  calling t he ot her  t o his side. 

  The war r ior  challenged Ranj i t o swim t o his side if  he knew how t o swim. Ranj i was pr et t y 

good at  swimming; he dived int o t he pool and came swimming t o t he ot her  side. Seeing t his, t he 

war r ior ’s mout h hung open gaping at  Ranj i in amazement . 

 

The Warrior asked Ranj i t o Teach him how to Dive 

  The war r ior  t old Ranj i t hat  he was ver y good at  diving, t he war r ior  himself  f ound diving a 

dif f icult  t ask. At  t his, Ranj i t old t he war r ior  t hat  diving was f air ly easy. Ranj i demonst r at ed t o 

t he war r ior  how t o dive. The war r ior  t r ied doing it , but  f ell int o t he wat er , f lat  on his belly. 

Seeing t his, Ranj i beagn t o laugh. Ranj i t o t ach him bot h t he skills. Soon bot h had f or got t en t he 

f ight  and t he challenge. They exchanged t heir  names wit h each ot her . The war r ior  pr omised 

r anj i t hat  he would t each him how t o become a pehelwan if  Ranj i t aught  him how t o dive. On t his 
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not e, bot h became f r iends. The war r ior  t old Ranj i t hat  now it  was t heir  pool and not  his alone. 

Ranj i, silent ly, t r iumphed over  his vict or y. 

 

 

 

 

1.  I n what  way is the f orest  pool dif f erent  f rom t he one which Ranj i knew in t he  

   Rajputana desert ? 

  The f or est  pool was cleaner  t han t he pool in t he Raj put ana deser t . The f or est  pool also 

had cold wat er . The wat er  in t he Raj put ana deser t  pool was muddy and st icky. 

2.  The ot her boy asked Ranj i t o ‘explain’ himself .   

  (i) What  did he expect  Ranj i t o say? 

    The ot her  boy expect ed Ranj i t o apologise f or  being t her e. 

  (ii) Was he in your opinion,  right  or wrong t o ask this quest ion? 

   He was wr ong in put t ing t hose quest ions t o Ranj i. The pool was not  his per sonal  

       pr oper t y. 

3.  Bet ween Ranj i and t he other boy,  who is t rying t o st art  a quarrel? Give a reason f or  

    your answer.   

  The ot her  boy was r esponsible in st ar t ing t he quar r el. He st ar t ed at  Ranj i in a host ile 

manner  and t hr ew quest ions at  him in a t hr eat ing way. Ranj i, on t he ot her  hand, welcomed him t o 

j oin him and give company. 

4.  “Then we will have t o cont inue the f ight , ” said the other.   

  (i) What  made him say t hat ? 

   Af t er  having f ought  f or  some t ime, t he boys f elt  exhaust ed. But  none of  t hem 

had emer ged vict or ious. Also, Ranj i r ef used t o leave t he pool. Ther ef or e, t he ot her  boy said 

t hat  t hey will have t o cont inue t he f ight  t omor r ow. 

  (ii) Did t he f ight  cont inue? I f  not ,  why not ? 

   The next  day, t hey met  wit h an int ent ion t o cont inue t he f ight . The f ight  didn’t  

cont inue, however . The war r ior  was so impr essed wit h t he way Ranj i dived t hat  he want ed Ranj i 

t o t each him t he same t o t each him t he same. This called an end t o t he f ight . 

 

 

NCERT Corner 

Comprehension Check -  1 
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1.  What  is it  that  Ranj i f inds dif f icult  t o explain at  home? 

  Ranj i f ound it  dif f icult  t o give an explanat ion f or  t he wounds and br uises t hat  he 

incur r ed dur ing t he f ight . 

2.  Ranj i sees his adversary in the bazaar.  

  (i) What  does he wish t o do? 

    Ranj i wished t o look in t he ot her  dir ect ion or  t hr ow t he bot t le of  lemonade on his  

adver sar y, when he sees him in t he bazaar . 

  (ii) What  does he actually do and why? 

   Ranj  angr ily st ar t ed at  his adver sar y. 

3.  ‘Ranj i is not  at  all eager f or a second f ight .  Why does he go back t o the pool’,  then? 

   Ranj i f elt  weak f or  t he second f ight . He went  t o t he pool because he f ear ed t hat  his 

absence might  be under st ood as his def eat .  

4.  Who was t he bet t er swimmer? How do you know it ? 

  Ranj i was bet t er  swimmer . He knew how t o dive. The ot her  boy neit her  knew how t o dive 

nor  did he know how t o swim under  t he wat er . 

5.  What  surprises the warior? 

  The war r ior  was sur pr ised t o see Ranj i diving int o t he wat er . 

6.  Now t hat  they are at  pool,  why don’t  t hey cont inue t he f ight ? 

  He war r ior  and t he f ight er  discont inued f ight ing as t hey had become f r iends. Sur aj  

asked Ranj i t o t each him t o swim. I n r et ur n, he t old Ranj i t hat  he would help him become a 

‘pehelwan’. 

7.  Ranj i’s superiorit y over the ot her boy is obvious in t he f ollowing:  

  Physical st r engt h, good diving, his being a f ight er , sense of  humor , swimming under  

wat er , making a good point , willingness t o help under line t he r elevant  phr ases.  

  Ans: Physical st r engt h, good diving, his being a f ight er , sense of  humour , swimming 

under  wat er , making a good point , willingness t o help. 

8.  What ,  according t o you,  makes the t wo adversaries t urn int o good f riends in a mat t er  

   of  minutes? Explain it  as you have understood it .  

  The t wo adver sar ies t ur n int o good f r iends because t hey wished t o lear n somet hing f r om 

each ot her . Also, Ranj i had come t o f ight  mer ely f or  t he sake of  self  r espect . He, ot her wise, 

had no int ent ion t o f ight . 

Comprehension Check -  2 



 

 

                                                                         5                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

 

 

Discuss t he f ollowing t opics in small groups.   

1.  I s f ight ing t he only way of  resolving dif f erences of  opinion? What  else can be done t o  

   reach a mut ually acceptable set t lement ? 

   No. Fight ing is not  t he only way of  r esolving dif f er ence of  opinion. Rat her , dif f er ences  

of  opinions could be r esolve in much bet t er  ways. For  inst ance, having a dialogue is a much 

bet t er  way t o r each a mut ually accept able set t lement . 

2.  Have you ever been in a serious f ight  only t o realise lat er t hat  it  was unnecessary and  

    f ult ile? Share your experience/ views with ot hers f rankly and honest ly.  

  Yes. I  have been in a ser ious f ight . Lat er  I  r ealised t hat  it  was unnecessar y and f ut ile. I  

could have easily cont r olled t he sit uat ion had I  been a lit t le mor e calm and pat ient . 

 I nst ead of  point ing out  t he mist akes in ot her s, had I  concent r at ed on my own f ault s, t he 

f ight  could have been avoided. 

3.  Why do some of  us f ind it  necessary t o prove t hat  we are bet ter than ot hers? Will you  

   be amuse d or annoyed t o read t he f ollowing sign at  t he back of  the car in f ront  of   

   you? 

  I  may be going slow but  I  am ahead of  you.    

 I  will be amused t o r ead such a sign behind a car ,. 

  I t  is a pit y t hat  some people at t ach a lot  of  signif icance wit h self  wor t h and t her ef or e 

ever y st ep t hat  t hey t ake is well cr af t ed t o pr ove t hemselves t o be bet t er . 

 

 

 

 

  

1.  I n which cit y Ranj i discovered the pool? 

  Ranj i discover ed t he pool in Raj pur . 

2.  Describe t he appearance of  Ranj i when we meet  him f or the f irst  t ime.  

  Ranj i was wear ing vest  and shor t s and his br own f eet  had become chalky wit h dust  

because of  walking in ext r eme heat . 

 

Exercise 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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3.  Describe t he pool water that  Ranj i saw in t he pool at  Rajpur.  

  The pool wat er  had a gent le t r anslucency and smoot h r ound pebbles could be seen at  t he 

bot t om of  t he pool. 

4.  How did Ranj i and the st ranger int roduce t hemselves t o each ot her? 

  The st r anger  int r oduces himself  as a War r ior . Ranj i, on t he ot her  hand, int r oduces 

himself  as a Fight er . 

5.  What  inst ruct ions were given by Ranj i t o t he st ranger t o make a good dive? 

  Ranj i asked t he st r anger  t o st and on t he r ock, st r et ch out  his ar ms and allow his head t o 

displace his f eet . 

 

 

 

1.  Describe t he physical appearances of  Suraj  and Ranj i.  

  Sur aj  was t all and solidly built . He had a br oad nose and t hick r ed lips. He was older  t hat  

Ranj i, and st r onger  t oo. Ranj i,on t he ot her  hand, was t hin and bony. Though Ranj i was st r ong, 

t oo, his limbs wer e supple and f r ee f r om any f at . 

2.  Why did Ranj i go t o the pool the next  day,  despite f eeling weak f or t he f light ? 

  Despit e f eeling weak f or  t he f ight , Ranj i goes t o t he pool t he next  day because he didn’t  

wish t o r ef use t he challenge. Ref using t he challenge would mean cowar dice or  accept ance f  

def eat . Ranj i didn’t  wish t o accept  def eat  or  let  go of f  t he pool wit hout  f ight ing or  it . 

3.  What  was t he at mosphere of  Ranj i when Ranj i visit s the place? 

  I t  was ext r emely hot  in Raj pur  when Ranj i visit s t he place. The Ear t h par ched and t he 

gr ass was br own. The t r ees had become list less and wer e har dly st ir r ing, as if  wait ing f or  a cool 

wind or  a r ef r eshing shower  of  r ain. 

4.  What  happened when Ranj i went  t o the bazaar? 

  Ranj i went  t o t he bazaar  t o f ind solace in a bot t le of  lemonade and hot  and sweet  j alebis. 

When he had j ust  f inished his lemonade, he saw Sur aj  coming down t o t he bazaar . Ranj i want ed 

t o ignor e him or  t hr ough his bot t le of  lemonade on him. He mer ely st ar ed at  his opponent , 

t hough. 

 

 

 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  Give details of  t he f ight  t hat  t ook place bet ween Ranj i and Suraj .  

  When Ranj i r ef use t o leave t he pool, Sur aj  t ook on a violent  expr ession. He made hissing 

sounds and bot h Ranj i and Sur aj  kept  st ar ing at  each ot her . Then, Sur aj  slapped Ranj i wit h 

gr eat  f or ce. Gat her ing himself , Ranj i swung his ar m up and pushed a har d bony f ist  int o Sur aj ’s 

f ace. Soon, bot h wer e at  each ot her ’s t hr oat s and wer e r olling over  and over  in t he dust . 

 Their  f ight  cont inued f or  somet ime in which bot h wer e gr oping f or  each ot her ’s head and 

t hr oat . 

2.  What  does ‘pehelwan’ mean? I n what  ways could Suraj  help Ranj i become one? 

 A ‘pehelwan’ means somebody whose body is st r ongly built  and has physical pr ocess. I t  

could also mean a wr est ler . Seeing t hat  Ranj i was st r ong, but  had a t hin and bony body, Sur aj  

suggest s t o Ranj i t hat  he would help him become a pehelwan if  Ranj i helped him wit h swimming. 

He also t ells Ranj i t hat  he must  dr ink pehelwan and have pr oper  f ood. 

 

 

 

What  virt ue does Ranj i display t owards t he end of  t he st ory? How does it  make him 

bet t er t han Suraj ? 

  Towar ds t he end of  t he st or y, Ranj i under st ood t hat  even wit hout  f ight ing, he had won 

t he mat ch and claim over  t he pool. Sur aj  was now willing t o addr ess t he pool as ‘our  pool’ Ranj i 

displays calm and composed self  by not  imposing his t r iumph or  vict or y on Sur aj  and t her eby 

maint aining peace t r uce t hat  had happened bet ween t he t wo of  t hem. Ranj i doesn’t  display t he 

host ilit y t hat  Sur aj  had showed t owar ds him and t hus avoids air ing any mor e qualms bet ween 

t he t wo. 

 

 

 

 

 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 

Value Based Quest ions 


